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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently amended) Method according to Claim 1, A method of reducing the 
wrinkles formed in a metal strip subjected to heat from radiant tubes in heating zones of a 
furnace, during continuous heat treatment of the metal strip, the strip passing over rollers 
in the furnace, the method comprising the steps: 

modifying the thermal state of the rollers, wherein modifications are made directly 
by varying the heating by the radiant tubes located near the rollers, thereby directly 
controlling the heat flux emitted by the radiant tubes towards the rollers: 

wherein each radiant tube is supplied separately and independently with 
combustion air and with fuel and the flow rate of fuel for each radiant tube is 
continuously adjusted. 

3. (Currently amended) Method according to Claim 4-2, wherein the radiant tubes 
close to the rollers are stopped, in an anticipatory manner, so as to facilitate a strip width 
transition from the-a_narrow type to the-a_wide type. 

4_ (Currently amended) Method according to Claim 4-2, wherein, -in the case of- a - 
wide strip, the highest possible radiant tube temperature is maintained in those parts of 
the furnace which are located downstream. 
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5. (Currently amended) Method according to Claim 4-2, wherein, in the case of a 
narrow strip, a low radiant tube temperature is maintained. 



6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently amended) Method according to Claim 4-2, further including 
programmed management of the strip-heating curves, which is tailored to the-strip 
formats and to the-heat cycles, in the -both the steady state or during the and transient 
phases. 



